
Social Studies 
 
This week we’re going to think about how we learn about the past and where we get our 
information?  Please follow the steps below: 
 
Step 1 - Follow this link to a Slideshow from Nearpod to learn about the difference between 
primary and secondary sources. 

 
Step 2 - Answer the questions below.  

a)  If you are an historian who wants to research what life was like for women living in America in 1994,  

what kinds of primary sources might you look for? What kinds of secondary sources? Try to list three of 
each.  

 

 
 
 
b) Why might it be important for us to consider both primary and secondary resources when we look at  

history?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nearpod.com/t/social-studies/7th-grade/primary-vs-secondary-sources-L30133758


Step 3 - Read the text below and answer the questions, which is from a ship captain’s journal, 
landing in Massachusett for the first time.  The online version can be found on 
massmoments.org 

 
 
  

https://www.massmoments.org/teacher-resources/grades-5-8/e-ms-unit-1-two-cultures-collide/lesson-a/activity-2.html


Science 
Follow the steps below to learn about taxonomy. 

1) Think about a pen and pencil.  How are they similar and different?  

2) All writing tools essentially do the same thing but they have different characteristics.  

3) Read the cockroach page from the “Pest Research” section of PestWorldforKids.org, 
make sure you read about all 4 types of cockroaches. 

4) Although each cockroach shares the same characteristics, they are also slightly different – just like 
the writing tools.  

5) Just how do scientists keep track of all the different types of organisms in the world? How do they 
make sure what a scientist calls a Brown-Banded Cockroach is the same name a scientist in Mexico 
or Canada or even in the next state calls a cockroach?  

6) Scientists use a system developed with a system called classical taxonomy. The system is  
used all over the world. Names of species are given in Latin, a language that no one speaks but is uniformly 
used all over the world for science precisely because no one speaks it – it’s stable so no changes are made. Latin 
is used because an animal may have many common names but will only have one Latin name. That allows 
scientists to discuss and research the animal all around the world without confusion.  

7) Notice on  PestWorldforKids.org, each cockroach as a different species name.  

8) Each cockroach belongs to the same group with the exception of Genus Species. Each individual 
animal has its own unique genus species name. Each genus species name has two words. All the 
cockroaches profiled share the first. The second word, the species, is unique to each cockroach.  

9) Fill out the chart below with the names for the Brown-Banded Cockroach (hint - they are listed 
after the blue bullet points on PestWorldforKids.org) 

 
10) Next, fill out the chart above for the roof rat, please find the information on 
PestWorldforKids.org.  
 

https://pestworldforkids.org/pest-guide/cockroaches/
https://pestworldforkids.org/pest-guide/cockroaches/
https://pestworldforkids.org/pest-guide/cockroaches/
https://pestworldforkids.org/pest-guide/rats/


11) Two very different animals share just one common name –the same kingdom. The kingdom 
level is the highest level. The animal kingdom includes all animals. Other kingdoms contain 
plants, fungi, and single-celled organisms. It would make sense that they would only share the 
same kingdom category – after all they are very different animals. The order of this classification 
system runs from the largest group, kingdom, to smaller and smaller groups that share 
characteristics. A simple way to remember the names and order of the classification system is 
this mnemonic device:  
Kingdom – Phylum – Class – Order – Family – Genus Species  
 
King – Philip – Cut – Open – Five – Green Species 
 
12) Choose your own pest from the pest guide on pestworldforkids.org. Compare the taxonomy 
information to the roof rat and the brown-banded cockroach. Aside from kingdom, just how 
many categories do pests share? How many species of common pests are there?  

https://pestworldforkids.org/pest-guide/

