
Math April 3, 2020 - Counting Collections 

Find a group of objects around your house between 30-120 items.  The amount 

should be slightly higher than your student can rote count (if they can count to 

55, then the objects should be in between 60-70).  These can be toys, paper 

clips, pieces of cereal, etc.  Have your student count the objects and either on 

the attached recording sheet or on any piece of paper, have your students 

show how they counted and the amount.  Students might use circles, tally 

marks, or other ways to show their collection amount.  While they are working, 

here are some questions you might ask them: 

• How will you count this collection? 

• How many are there?  How do you know? 

• Can you show on your paper how many there are? 

• Tell me about what you’ve written.  How many does it show? 

• How can you use the 100s chart to help you find the number? 

               

 

Why this activity? 

 This activity is done weekly in our classroom so students are familiar with 

this process.  They can count multiple groups of objects or it can become a 

weekly activity at home as well.  Counting collections allows students to 

practice orally counting, developing strategies for the counting sequence, 

counting with one-to-one correspondence, and identifying the last number 

said as the total amount. They also get to practice how to organize and show 

their thinking.   

  



Show how you counted 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

How many? 



 


